Apparently medicine and honesty did not go together in "the old days, for the potency of some of the medicaments of old superstitions consisted in their being stolen. The negro still cures warts with a stolen piece of fat bacon-, and a stolen potato was long believed to be a specific for rheumatism. Perhaps the strangest charm ever invented by the mind of man was the silver ring which cured epilepsy, the merit of "which consisted in its being made out of sixpences stolen from the offertory.
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